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they studied together and she evinced wonderful grasp of
the science of the heavenly bodies, his pedantic habits
suited little to her dramatic temperament, and they soon
agreed to a separation. But from the day of her second
marriage she and the life-loving little Mansfield were
the happiest comrades. He loved her, petted her, and
humoured her in the elaborate fashion she demanded,
and she maintained a conspicuous position which flat-
tered and delighted him.

Erminia Rudersdorff inherited her great talent from
her father, Joseph RudersdorfF.. He was born in the city
of Amsterdam, in the year 1799. From his earliest years
he manifested the musical genius which gave him after-
ward such a notable position. His instrument was the
violin. He appeared in public at the age of eight, playing
a concerto by Pleyel. In 1822 he entered the service of
the Prince Bariatinsky, for whom he became concert-
meister in Ivanowsky, in the Ukraine, Southern Russia.
He had married two years before, and here Erminia was
born, December 12, 1822. His two other daughters,
Agnese and Matilde, were born later in Homburg, where
he went in 1825 as concertmeister. From Homburg
he took his family to Dublin, and there they lived for
more than twenty years. In 1851 he moved to Berlin,
where he conducted the orchestra successively at Som-
mer's, the Kemper Hof, and at Kroll's. Joseph Ruders-
dorfF died at Konigsberg in 1866. It is of record that
during the period of the six years from 1851 to 1857 he
conducted thirteen hundred concerts and played six
hundred solos.

Agnese married and died when quite young. Matilde
remained a spinster. In her later years she became the
protegee of her nephew, Richard, and at the time of his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